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Culture and Consequence

- Cultural leaders, artists and academics convene in London to debate the role of ethics in the arts today -
How can the creative industries use their economic pulling-power to change society for the better? What kinds of values should the arts represent? Is art a kind of social activism? How can culture mediate in conflict and is there a place for artists in war zones? 
These are just some of the far-reaching questions that are being debated today at Culture and Consequence - a major conference for cultural leaders, academics and artists on the role of ethics in the arts produced by the London Centre for Arts and Cultural Enterprise (LCACE) in partnership with the Cultural Leadership Programme. 
Hilary Carty, Director of the Cultural Leadership Programme, said: “Today's event will raise a number of challenging philosophical questions that explore the role and contribution of cultural leaders to wider society.  Leaders from the cultural and creative industries work at the heart of communities, impacting on society and social change.  It is important to add their diverse voices to the big debating questions of our time.”
Sally Taylor, Director of LCACE, said: “By bringing together a broad base of influential thinkers around the arts today to this debate, we intend to raise the bar in terms of the influence values in the arts can play in the public arena.”
The one-day conference, which will be chaired by Zina Saro-Wiwa, will start with keynote speeches from Jude Kelly, Artistic Drector of the Southbank Centre, Baroness Susan Greenfield and Dr Robert Beckford.
Jude Kelly will argue that now the creative and cultural industries have come of age and are widely recognised as a major contributer to the UK economy, they should use their ‘place at the table’ to explore ways to build a better society and to be thought-leaders on issues such as social and physical regeneration.
Neuroscientist Susan Greenfield will explore how new influences in the 21st century such as gaming may be having an unprecedented impact on our minds and our ability to engage with more traditional forms of culture such as literature and theatre. 
In his presentation ‘Reel to Real’, Channel 4 presenter Dr Robert Beckford will examine the way that religious documentary filmmaking can transform lives and bring about social change. 
Matthew Taylor, Chief Executive of the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce and former Chief Adviser on Political Strategy to the Prime Minister, will give the final keynote speech of the day. 
A number of other artists and academics are taking part in workshops:
Artist David Cotterrell, who has just returned from Kabul in Afghanistan to carry out research for newly-commissioned art works in the UK, will join a discussion about how art can create sacred space and places for communal experience.

Sir Richard Dalton, former UK Ambassador to Iran, and composer Professor Nigel Osborne, who uses music therapy to treat victims of conflict, will offer strongly opposing views on whether there is a role for the arts and culture in conflict resolution and uniting the faiths. 

Renowned economist and creative industry policy expert Hasan Bakhshi from NESTA (the National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts) will lead a discussion about the impact of profit and wealth on the arts. 

Choreographer and hip hop theatre artist Jonzi D, who has used dance to inspire and educate young people, will be amongst a group debating the role of artists as ‘prophets’ and their social and moral responsibilities.

[ENDS]

Notes to Editors

Culture and Consequence: the role of ethics in the arts today is from 10am to 5pm on Thursday 12 June at the Edmund J Safra Lecture Theatre, Strand Campus, Kings College London. www.lcace.org.uk/events 

The Cultural Leadership Programme is a Government-funded initiative to promote excellence in leadership within the cultural and creative sectors. It runs a range of activities and opportunities to nurture and develop world class, dynamic and diverse leaders for the 21st century. www.culturalleadership.org.uk 

On 26 June, the Cultural Leadership Programme will host Vision 2020.  The keynote address will be delivered by the Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP, Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport.  Vision 2020 will look at the future for the cultural and creative industries in the next decade, and what characteristics, opportunities and interventions are essential to sustain creative innovation and renewal. 

The London Centre for Arts and Cultural Enterprise (LCACE) is a university initiative promoting the exchange of knowledge and expertise with the capital’s arts and cultural sectors. www.lcace.org.uk. The eight institutions involved are: Birkbeck, University of London; City University; the Courtauld Institute of Art; Goldsmiths, University of London; Guildhall School of Music & Drama; King’s College London; Queen Mary, University of London; and Royal Holloway, University of London. 

Jude Kelly joined Southbank Centre as Artistic Director in September 2005 and is responsible for creating a unified artistic vision for the whole 21-acre site. In her career, she has directed over 100 productions with actors including Sir Ian McKellen, Patrick Stewart, David Suchet, Alan Rickman and Alison Steadman. Jude recently directed On The Town with English National Opera, a revival of the successful 2005 production; and Carmen Jones last summer at the refurbished Royal Festival Hall. She is directing The Wizard of Oz at the Royal Festival Hall this summer. Jude Kelly was awarded an OBE for services to the theatre in 1997 and is Chair of Culture, Ceremonies and Education at the London Organising Committee for the Olympic Games.

Baroness Susan Greenfield is Director of the Royal Institution of Great Britain (the first woman to hold that position) and Professor of Pharmacology at the University of Oxford, where she leads a multi-disciplinary team investigating neurodegenerative disorders.  In addition she is Director of the Oxford Centre for the Science of the Mind, exploring the physical basis of consciousness. Her books include “The Human Brain: A Guided Tour” (1997), “The Private Life of the Brain” (2000), “Tomorrow’s People: How 21st Century Technology Is Changing the Way We Think and Feel” (2003) and “‘ID’ - The Quest for Identity” (2008).  

Dr Robert Beckford  is an educator, author and award-winning broadcaster. He is the author of a number of academic texts in the field of religion, culture and politics, including a study of Rastafari and Pentecostalism (Dread and Pentecostal 2002), Gang Culture in Birmingham (God and the Gangs 2004) and a Theology of Reggae-Dub (Jesus Dub 2006. Robert has presented a plethora of documentaries on radio and television but made his debut in the Trevor Phillip’s series, Britain’s Slave Past. He quickly moved on to work on number of programmes with BBC 4 including Ebony Towers (2001).  
Matthew Taylor became Chief Executive of the RSA in November 2006.  Prior to this appointment, he was Chief Adviser on Political Strategy to the Prime Minister. Matthew was appointed to the Labour Party in 1994 to establish Labour’s rebuttal operation. His activities before the Labour Party included being a county councillor, a parliamentary candidate, a university research fellow and the director of a unit monitoring policy in the health service. Until December 1998, Matthew was Assistant General Secretary for the Labour Party. During the 1997 General Election he was Labour’s Director of Policy and a member of the Party’s central election strategy team. He was the Director of the Institute for Public Policy Research between 1999 and 2003, Britain’s leading centre left think tank. Matthew is a frequent media commentator on policy and political issues, and has written for publications including The Guardian, The Observer, New Statesman and Prospect'

